My name is Lydia Lohrer.
Here is an op-ed | wrote for the Detroit Free Press about this bill.

~ Unfortunately the inexperienced young person that edited it opted to
remove the bill # and the sponsors and simply refer to it as Sean’s Law.

F know of a situation in which a four year old child accused a parent of -
molesting her in a divorce situation. The child said “daddy put his finger
in my buit and wiggled it around and it hurt and | cried.” Mom asked
dad about it. Dad says, ‘he fell on my finger while | was cleaning his
bottom”

Then, mom finds out the Dad has a criminal record involving
inappropriate sexual hehavior with children.

Judge says doesn’t matter and isn’t relevant to custody. That if mom
brings it up again, she they will go to jail. The judge, in his wisdom, gives
both parents get equal parenting time, since aside from his criminal
record they are both equally qualified under the law because they're
not addicts or alcoholics,

A year later, the child’s older sibling, unaware of the nature of the first
accusation, witnesses this same act and reports it. The victim is then left
in the custody of the alleged abuser for 6 days before being questioned
by Child Protective Services.

The Victim denies allegations, and later explains that the abuser said not
to discuss what happenead.

Because she has made an unsubstantiated allegatmn the reportmg
parent has to fight to maintain her mere 50% custody.

Because most senators are financially secure, they might think that an
appellate court hearing might be the answer. In this particular situation,
- due to costs associated with the protracted litigation, that family had
already remortgaged the grandparents home to pay for tawyers. They
ran oput of resources or recourse.

There must be uniformity in the taws — requiring that history of abuse is
relevant and must be considered a factor in parenting time. This is only
common sense to you and |, but there is ample evidence that judges do
not all have this type of common sense and the repercussions range
from traumatic to deadly.

“This bill shoutd be passed and grandfathered in so that any children
victimized by a lack of consideration might stand a fighting chance.







